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EAST  HOURS. 

DOCTOR  TAYLOR. 

Rowland  Taylor,  D.D.  and  rector  of 
lladleigh,  in  Suffolk,  from  the  year  1:344 
to  1554,  suffered  martyrdom  on  Aldham 
common,  adjacent  to  Hadleigh,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  9lh,  1555,  for  his  opposition  to  the 
errors  of  Popery,  and  his  steady  adherence 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation. 

Of  this  great  and  pious  character  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  speak  in  terms  too 
laudatory.  He  was,  in  fact,  the  perfect 
model  of  a  parish  priest,  and  literally  went 
about  doing  good. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected,  therefore, 
that  when  the  bigoted  Mary  ascended  the 
throne  of  these  realms,  a  man  so  gifted, 
and  at  the  same  time  so  popular  as  was 
Dr.  Taylor,  should  long  escape  the  arm 
of  persecution.  Scarcely,  indeed,  had  this 
sanguinary  woman  commenced  her  reign, 
when  an  attempt  was  made  to  celebrate 
Mass  by  force  in  the  parish  church  of 
Hadleigh ;  and,  in  endeavouring  to  resist 
this  profanation,  which  was  planned  and 
conducted  by  two  of  his  parishioners, 
named  Foster  and  Clerke,  assisted  by  one 
Averth,  rector  of  Aldham,  whom  they  had 
hired  for  the  purpose ;  Dr.  Taylor  became, 
of  course,  obnoxious  to  the  ruling  powers, 
an  event,  no  doubt,  foreseen  and  calcu¬ 
lated  upon  by  the  instigators  of  the  mis¬ 
chief. 

A  citation  to  appear  before  Stephen 
Gardiner,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  then 
Lord  chancellor  of  England,  was,  on  the 
information  of  these  wretches,  the  imme¬ 
diate  result  of  the  tradsaction  ;  and  though 
the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  Doctor 
earnestly  advised  his  non-compliance,  and 
recommended  him  instantly  to  fly,  he  re¬ 
sisted  their  solicitations,  observing,  that 
though  he  fully  expected  imprisonment, 
and  a  cruel  death,  he  w’as  determined,  in 
a  cause  so  gt>od  and  righteous,  to  shrink 


not  from  his  duty.  ‘*Oli,  what  wull  ye 
have  me  to  do  r”  he  exclaimed  :  I  am 
old,  and  have  already  lived  too  long  to 
see  these  terrible  and  most  wicker*  rlays. 
Fly  you,  and  do  as  your  conscience  lead- 
eth  you  ;  1  am  fully  determined  with  Ord's 
grace,  to  go  to  the  Bishop,  and  to  his 
beard,  to  tell  him  that  he  doth  nought.” 

Accordingly,  tearing  himself  from  his 
weeping  friends  and  flf>ck,  and  accf>mpa- 
nied  by  one  faithful  servant,  he  hastened 
to  London,  where,  after  enduring,  with 
the  utmost  patience  and  magnanimity,  the 
virulence  and  abuse  of  Gardiner,  and  re¬ 
plying  to  all  his  accusations  with  a  firm¬ 
ness  and  self-possessic  n,  and  with  a  iniih 
of  reasoning,  which,  onfortunately,  served 
but  to  increase  the  malice  of  his  enemie^i, 
he  was  committed  a  prisoner  to  the  King’s 
Dench,  and  endured  a  corjflnement  there 
of  nearly  two  years. 

During  this  long  period,  however,  which 
was  chiefly  occupied  by  Dr.  Taylor  in 
the  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in 
preaching  to,  and  in  exhorting  his  rVIlov 
prisoners,  he  had  three  further  corJer^nces 
with  his  persecutors.  The  second,  which 
was  held  in  the  Arches,  at  Eow  Church,  a 
few  weeks  after  his  cuo^emeoi,  termina¬ 
ted  in  his  being  deprived  of  his  beneflee, 
as  a  married  man.  The  third,  which  did 
not  take  place  uiiiil  January  the  1555, 
and  was  carried  on,  not  only  with  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  but  wkb  other  epis¬ 
copal  commissioners,  efKied,  ittr f  a 
debate,  in  which  the  piety,  erudili^^^mzd 
sense,  and  Christian  lort*eafaip^  ol'  ihe 
sutTerer  were  pre-emineutly  ciQil^spkuous, 
in  his  re-commiimeot  to  prisOP..  under  a 
threat  ot  having  judgmeiii  passed  upoti 
him  w  ithin  a  week^ 

This  JudgureiH  was  accordingly  prev 
nounced  at  a  K^ttrtli^jjCi'mte'efice,  oe  the 
JSth  of  the  same  wowth,  the  Bisb^^  oi 
Winchester,  Niwwich,  LiHKioo, 
and  Durham  being  present; 

DiKtor  again  declining  to  suboKt  hthiself 
to  rhe  Roman  Poutifl*,  he  was  ccaKiefieriied 
to  dealli,  aiKi  the  dav  Knlowmg  reflwoved 
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to  the  Poultry  Compter.  Here,  on  the 
4tli  of  February,  he  was  visiteil  by  Bonner, 
Bisbop  ol  London,  who,  attended  by  his 
chaplain  and  the  necessary  officers,  came 
to  degrade  him.  Refusing,  however,  to 
comply  with  this  ceremony,  which  con- 
sisu'd  in  putting  on  the  vestures,  or  mass- 
garments,  he  was  compelled  to  submit  by 
force  ;  ami  when  the  Bishop,  as  usual, 
closed  this  disgusting  mummery  with  his 
curse,  Taylor  nobly  replied,  ^‘Though 
you  do  curse  me,  yet  God  doth  bless  me. 
I  have  the  witness  of  my  conscience,  that 
ye  have  done  me  wrong  and  violence ; 
and  yet  I  pray  God,  if  it  be  his  will,  to 
forgive  you.” 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of 
February,  1555,  at  the  early  hour  of  two 
o’clock,  that  the  sheriff  of  London,  arriving 
at  the  Compter,  demanded  the  person  of 
Dr.  Taylor,  in  order  that  he  might  com¬ 
mence  his  pilgrimage  towards  Hadleigh, 
the  destined  place  of  his  mar^^  rdom.  Jt 
was  very  dark,  and  they  led  him  without 
lights,  though  not  unobserved,  to  an  inn 
near  Aldgate.  ‘‘His  wife,” — and  \  shall 
here  adopt  the  language  of  John  Fox, 
w  hich,  in  this  place,  as  in  many  others,  is 
remarkable  for  its  pathos  and  simplicity, 
— “his  w’ife,  suspecting  that  her  husband 
should  that  night  be  carried  away,  watch¬ 
ed  all  night  in  St.  Botolph’s  church  porch 
beside  Aldgate,  having  with  her  two  chil¬ 
dren,  the  one  named  Elizabeth,  of  thirteen 
years  of  age  (whom  being  left  without 
father  or  mother,  Dr.  Taylor  had  brought 
up  of  alms  from  tliree  years  old)  the 
other  named  Mary,  Dr.  Taylor’s  own 
daughter. 

“Now,  when  the  sheriff  and  his  com¬ 
pany  came  against  St.  Botolph’s  church, 
Elizabeth  cried,  saying,  ‘O,  my  dear  fa¬ 
ther mother,  mother,  here  is  my  father 
led  awav.’  Then  cried  his  wile,  ‘  Row- 
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laiid.  Row  land,  where  art  thou for  it 
was  so  dark  a  morning,  that  the  one  could 
not  see  the  other.  ‘  Dr.  Tay  lor  answered, 
‘  Dear  wife,  I  am  here,’  and  stayed  The 
slieritFs  men  would  have  led  him  forth; 
but  the  sheriff  said,  ‘Stay  a  little,  masters, 
I  pray  you,  and  let  him  speak  to  his  wife 
and  so  they  stayed. 

‘‘  J  hen  came  she  to  him,  and  he  took 
bis  daughter  Mary  in  his  arras ;  and  he, 
his  w  ife,  and  Elizabeth,  kneeled  down  and 
said  the  Lord’s  prayer;  at  which  sight 
the  Sheriff  wept  apace,  and  so  did  divers 
others  of  the  company-  After  they  had 
prayed,  he  rose  up  and  kissed  his  wife. 


and  shook  her  by  the  hand,  and  said, — 
‘Farewell,  my  dear  wife,  be  of  good  com¬ 
fort,  for  I  am  quiet  in  my  conscience. — 
God  shall  stir  up  a  lather  for  my  children.’ 
And  then  he  kissed  his  daughter  Mary, 
and  said,  “  God  bless  thee,  and  make  thee 
his  servant;’  and  kissing  Elizabeth,  he 
said,  ‘God  bless  thee.  ‘  I  pray  you  all 
stand  strong  and  steadfast  unto  Christ  and 
his  word,  and  keep  you  from  idolatry.’ 
Then  said  his  wife,  ‘God  be  with  thee, 
dear  Rowland,  1  will,  with  God’s  grace, 
meet  thee  at  Hadleigh.’” 

At  eleven  o’clock  the  same  morning,  Dr. 
Taylor  left  Aldgate,  accompanied  by  the 
sherift'  of  Essex  and  four  yegmen  of  the 
guard,  after  once  more  taking  an  affection¬ 
ate  leave  of  his  son  and  servant,  who  met 
him  at  the  gates  of  the  inn,  he  proceeded 
to  Brentwood,  where,  in  order  to  prevent 
his  being  recognized,  they  compelled  him 
to  wear  a  mask  or  close  hood,  having 
apertures  for  the  eyes  and  mouth.  No¬ 
thing,  however,  could  depress  the  spirits 
or  abate  the  fortitude  of  this  intrepid  suf¬ 
ferer  in  the  cause  of  truth ;  for  not  only 
was  he  patient  and  resigned,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  happy  and  cheerful,  as  if  a  ban¬ 
quet  or  bridal,  and  not  a  stake  were  to  be 
the  termination  of  his  journey. 

When  within  two  miles  of  Hadleigh, 
appearing  more  than  commonly  cheerful, 
the  sheriff  w'as  induced  to  inquire  the  cause. 
“  I  am  now,”  replied  the  doctor,  “  almost 
at  home  ;  I  lack  not  past  two  stiles  to  go 
over,  and  I  am  even  at  my  father’s  house.” 
He  then  demanded  if  they  should  go 
through  Hadleigh ;  and  being  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  he  returned  thanks  to 
God,  exclaiming,  “Then  shall  I  once 
more,  ere  I  die,  see  my  flock,  whom  thou, 
Lord,  knowest  I  have  most  dearly  loved, 
and  truly  taught.” 

At  the  foot  of  the  bridge  leading  into 
the  towm,  there  waited  for  him  a  poor  man, 
with  five  small  children,  who,  when  they 
saw  the  Doctor,  fell  down  upon  their 
knees,  the  man  crying  with  a  loud  voice, 
“O  dear  father  and  good  shepherd,  Dr. 
Taylor,  God  help  and  succour  thee,  as 
thou  hast  manv  a  time  succoured  me  and 
my  poor  children.”  The  whole  town, 
indeed,  seemed  to  feel  and  deplore  its  loss 
in  a  similar  manner;  the  streets  being 
lined  with  men,  women,  and  children,  who 
when  they  beheld  their  beloved  pastor 
led  to  death,  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
calling  to  each  other,  and  saying,  “There 
goeth  our  good  shepherd  from  us,  that  so 


faithfully  hath  taught  us,  so  fatherly  hath 
cared  for  us,  and  so  goilly  hath  governed 
us  f  O,  merciful  God  !  strengthen  him 
and  comfort  him  whilst  ever  in  reply, 
the  blessed  sufferer,  deeply  touched  by  the 
sorrows  of  his  flock,  kept  exclaiming ; — 
have  preached  to  you  God's  word  and 
truth,  and  am  come  this  day  to  seal  it  with 
my  blood.”  Such  in  fact  was  the  sympa¬ 
thy,  such  the  lamentation  expressed  by  all 
ranks  for  his  approaching  fate,  that  the 
sheriff  and  his  attendants  were,  as  Fox 
declares,  ‘‘  wonderfully  astonished,”  and 
though  active  in  threatening  and  rebuking, 
found  it  utterly  impossible  to  suppress  the 
emotions  of  the  people. 

The  Doctor  was  now  about  to  address 
the  agitated  spectators,  when  one  of  the 
yeomen  of  the  guard  immediately  thrust 
his  staff  into  his  mouth ;  and  the  sheriff, 
on  being  appealed  to,  bade  him  remember 
his  promise ;  alluding,  as  is  conjectured, 
to  a  pledge  extorted  from  him  by  the  coun¬ 
cil,  under  the  penalty  of  having  his  tongue 
cut  out,  that  he  would  not  address  the 
people  at  his  death.  ^^Well,”  said  the 
Doctor,  with  his  wonted  patience  and 
resignation,  ‘‘  the  promise  must  be  kept ;” 
and  then  sitting  down,  he  called  to  one 
Soyce,  whom  he  had  seen  in  the  crowd, 
and  requested  him  to  puli  oft*  his  boots, 
adding,  with  an  air  of  pleasantry,  “thou 
hast  long  looked  for  them,  and  slialt  now 
take  them  for  thy  labour.” 

He  then  rose  up,  stript  off  his  clothes 
unto  his  shirt,  and  gave  them  to  the  pot>r ; 
when  trusting  that  a  few  farewell  words 
to  his  flock  might  be  tolerated,  he  said, 
with  a  loud  voice,  “'Good  people,  I  have 
taught  you  nothing  but  God^s  holy  word, 
and  those  lessons  that  1  have  taken  out  of 
God’s  blessed  book,  the  Holy  Bible ;  and 
I  am  come  hither  this  dav  to  seal  it  with 
my  blood.” 

When  he  had  finished  his  devotions,  he 
went  to  the  stake,  kissed  it,  and  j)lacir]g 
himself  in  the  pitch  barrel  which  had  been 
prepared  for  him ;  he  stood  upright  therein, 
with  his  back  against  the  stake,  his  hands 
folded  together,  his  eyes  lifted  to  heaven, 
ancf  his  mind  absorbed  in  continual  prayer. 

They  now  bound  him  with  chains,  and 
the  sheriff  calling  to  one  Richard  Doning- 
ham,  a  butcher,  ordered  him  to  set  up  the 
faggots ;  but  he  declined  it,  alleging  that 
he  was  lame  and  unable  to  lift  a  faggot ; 
and,  though  threatened  with  imprisonment 
if  he  continued  to  hesitate,  he  steadily  and 
fearlessly  refused  to  comply. 


The  sheriff  was,  therefore,  obliged  to 
look  elsew  here,  and  at  length  pitched  upon 
four  men,  perhaps  better  calculated  than 
any  other  for  the  office  they  were  destined 
to  perform ;  namely,  one  Mullein  of  Ker¬ 
sey,  ‘a  man,’  says  F'ox,  ‘fit  to  be  a  hang¬ 
man;’  Soyce,  whom  we  have  formerly 
mentioned,  and  who  was  notorious  as  a 
drunkard;  Warwick,  who  had  been  de¬ 
prived  of  one  of  his  ears  for  sedition  ;  and 
Robert  King,  a  man  of  loose  character, 
and  who  had  come  hither  with  a  quantity 
of  gunpowder,  which,  whether  it  were  in¬ 
tended  to  shorten  or  increase  the  torments 
of  the  sufferer,  ran  alone  be  known  to 
Him  from  wliom  no  secrets  are  conceal¬ 
ed. 

While  these  men  were  diligently,  and  it 
is  to  be  apprehended,  cheerfully  employed 
in  piling  up  the  wood,  Warwick,  wantonly 
and  cruelly,  threw  a  faggot  at  the  Doctor, 
which  struck  him  on  the  head,  and  like¬ 
wise  cut  h'ls  face,  so  that  the  blood  ran 
copiously  down  ;  an  act  of  savage  ferocity 
which  merely  drew  from  their  victim  this 
mild  reproach,  “  Oh,  friend,  I  have  harm 
enough,  what  need  of  that  .^”  Nor  were 
these  diabolical  insults  confined  to  those 
among  them  of  the  lowest  rank  ;  for  when 
this  blessed  Martyr  was  saying  the  psalm 
Miserere  in  English,  Sir  John  Shelton, 
who  was  standing  by,  struck  him  on 
the  lips,  exclaiming  at  the  same  time, — 

“  Ye  knave,  speak  Latin,  or  1  will  make 
thee.” 

They  at  length  set  fire  to  the  faggots, 
when  Dr.  Taylor,  holding  up  both  his 
hands,  called  upon  his  God,  and  said,— 
“Merciful  Father  of  heaven,  for  Jesus 
Christ  my  Saviour’s  sake,  receive  my  soul 
into  thy  hands.”  In  this  attitude  he  con¬ 
tinued,  without  either  crying  or  moving, 
until  Soyce  striking  him  forcibly  on  the 
head  with  his  halbert,  his  brains  fi^II  out, 
and  the  corpse  dropped  down  into  the 
fire. 

Thus  perished  midway  in  the  race  of 
piety  and  utility,  all  that  was  mortal  of 
one  of  the  best  and  most  strenuous  defend¬ 
ers  of  the  Protestant  Church  of  Fngland  : 
a  man,  who  in  all  the  relations  and  in  a»I 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  most  turbulent 
periods,  in  the  hour  of  adversity  as  in 
that  of  prosperity,  practised  w  hat  lie  preach¬ 
ed. 

Man  is  so  framed,  that  by  often  telling 
him  he  is  a  fool,  he  believes  it ;  and  by  often 
telling  himself  so,  he  persuades  himself  of  it. 
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MZSCBL&AITBOUS. 


RISE  A»ND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  JIETHO- 
DIST  SOCIETY, 

IN  THF.  CITV  or  NEW-YORK. 

-  (ConiinutHi  from  png**  S80) 

Soon  after  the  Discipline  was  published, 
many  lette  rs  of  inquiry  were  received  from 
diftVrent  parts  of  the  country.  In  answer 
to  these  letters  and  for  more  extensive 
considt'ration,  the  following  general  Kpistle 
was  w  ritten,  which  we  have  re-printed  and 
placed  here  to  increase  its  circulation,  and 
to  assist  the  inquiry  after  truth. 

TO  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  WISDOM  TO  DISCERN. 

“  I  spcnk  09  vnlo  trisc  men,  judge  ye  tchat  /  say.^' 

Being  convinced  that  there  is  wanting 
only  a  few  words  to  put  men  of  judgment 
in  remembrance,  I  would  briefly  mention 
a  few’  things  for  consideration. 

That  great  good  has  been,  and  still  is 
done  by  the  preaciiing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Ministers,  cannot  be  denied  ; 
but  yet  their  church  government  cannot 
be  considered  as  scriptural,  nor  suited  to 
the  views  and  ideas  of  freemen,  such  as 
the  inhabitants  of  these  states  are,  Let 
me  ask,  Would  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  be  willing  to  have  a  man  placed 
over  them  during  his  life,  to  execute  even 
the  laws'of  the  country,  when  tliey  could 
have  no  voice  in  his  continuance  or  re¬ 
moval — would  they  be  willing  to  have 
him  for  any  specified  time  if  placed  there 
without  their  consent ;  and  would  they  be 
w  illine  to  have  the  officers  of  government 
choose  men,  and  send  them  to  a  certain 
place  to  make  laws  w  hich  should  be  himl- 
ing  on  the  people,  with  penalty  annexed 
if  they  dis<*bt  \a«l,  ready  t(»  he  put  in  force 
against  them  —  would  it  not  be  taking 
away  their  privih’ge  as  fn^men  ?  if 
these  things  would  not  he  Hlh»w>^d  in 'civil 
goveinmeni,  lu*w  is  it  that  in  those  things 
which  re  late  i(»  the  wellare  of  the  soul  and 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  church, 
there  is  so  little  attention  paid  r  From 
whence  is  it.  trt»m  sciipiure  or  reason, 
tliai  a  travelling  ministi  r,  whether  only  a 
probatii>ner,  deacon,  or  elder,  obtains  the 
|>ower  to  receive  and  n jeci  these  who 
mav  offer  to  becmne  nu  rubers  of  tlie  Me¬ 
thodist  f>pis<  opal  Chuich;  t<i  chiKise  out 
such  men  as  lie  judges  Iw  si  to  try  a  mem¬ 
ber  accused  ol  any  crime  ;  to  have  all  lo¬ 
cal  preachers,  deacons,  aiid  elders,  under 


him ;  to  place  such  persons  as  he  judges 
proper  for  leaders,  class-stewards,  icc.  &c. 
who  are  to  obr^y  his  mandates,  or  be  turn¬ 
ed  out  of  their  offices* — he  certainly  does 
not  get  this  authority  from  the  people— is 
it  scriptural  that  he  has  such  authority  ut 
all.^ 

Is  it  not  the  people’s  natural  rights  to 
choose  their  own  officers,  and  to  judge  of 
the  qualifications  of  such  as  offer  for  meni- 
bershi})  ?  Who  should  choose  or  nomi¬ 
nate  persons  for  the  office  of  trustees,  to 
manage  the  temporal  concerns  of  the 
church,  the  preachers  or  people  ? — . 

Look  out  from  among  you  seven  men 
of  honest  report,”  &:c.  j4cts.  6.  Who 
ought  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  the 
support  of  those  who  labour  in  the  gos¬ 
pel,  ministers  or  people  ?  Who  should 
raise  money  to  build  churches,  and  who 
should  take  care  of  them,  preachers  who 
are  here  this  year  and  gone  the  next,  or  the 
people  w  ho  are  to  worship  in  them  ?  To 
whom  should  a  member  be  accountable  for 
his  conduct,  to  the  preacher  only,  a  com¬ 
mittee  chosen  by  the  preacher,  or  to  a 
court  appointed  by  the  people  ?  W^ho  is 
a  local  preacher,  deacon,  or  elder,  to  be 
considered  inferior  to  a  travelling  one,  and 
to  be  subject  to  them — is  it  scriptural  : 
Why  should  they  not  have  the  same  priv¬ 
ilege  of  ordination  to  office,  to  form  so¬ 
cieties,  to  receive  a  support,  &c.  See,  as 
w  ell  as  a  travelling  preacher  ?  Why  is  it 
that  they,  as  w'ell  as  the  people,  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  any  representation  or  voice 
in  the  making  or  altering  of  any  rules  for 
the  government  of  themselves,  and  of  the 
church  at  large  ? 

Where  does  the  scriptures  authorize  a 
body  of  elders  to  assemble  together,  and 
form  rules,  See.  for  the  government  of  oth¬ 
er  elders,  without  ll.eir  consent.^  Was  it 
evpr  hoard  of  in  any  church,  ancient  or 
moilern,  except  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
»cal  Church  } 

Let  it  not  be  said,  as  in  the  vindication 
of  Methodist  Episcopacy,  that  the  case  in 
the  matter  of  church  government  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  civil.  W^io  is  the  head  of 
the  church  f  Is  it  not  he  who  hath  said, 

Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  togeth¬ 
er  in  my  name,  tliere  am  1  in  the  midst  of 
them.” — Who— preachers  only,  or  mem- 
In  rs  ?  The  foot  cannot  say  to  tlie  hand, 

I  have  no  need  of  thee.”  God  hath  or- 
ganiz(*d  his  church,  apostles,  prophets, 
evangelists,  teachers,  lielps,  governments, 
<5Lc.  and  how  are  these  known,  if  not  by 


the  voice  of  the  people?  Was  there  not  Let  not  preachers  or  people  pretend  to 
a  brother  chosen  of  the  church  to  travel  deal  out  anathemas  against  those  who  see 
with  Paul  ?  2  Cor.  viii.  19*  Did  he  not  fit  to  think  for  themselves,  but  praj  for 
say,  Whom  you  shall  approve  shall  go  wisdom  from  on  high — be  willing  to  be 
with  me  to  Jerusalem.’’  What  for —  plain  in  dress,  in  manners,  in  conversation, 
merely  to  guard  the  gifts  intended  for  the  Affect  not  high  things— seek  no  longer  for 
brethren,  or  as  the  representatives  of  the  popularity  in  the  world — boast  not  of 
people?  Who  sent  Paul  and  Silas  to  An-  numbers,  but  lament  the  fewness  of  those 
tiock,  when  some  business  was  to  be  who  are  simple  hearted  hvim^  Christians, 
transacted,  was  it  not  the  church  ?  Acts  May  our  Divine  Redeemer  fill  us  with  all 
XV.  22.  And  who  shall  say  that  Christ  the  fulness  of  love  and  gospel  peace, 
will  not  direct  his  people  in  these  matters  ?  O  my  brethren,  let  me  tell  you,  strait 
Will  any  presume  to  say,  he  only  directs  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  ia  the  way  that 
the  ministers  ?  leadetb  to  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find 

Should  church  and  state  be  linked  to-  it.”  Let  us  seek  it,  deny  self,  labour  for 
gether  in  matters  relating  to  conscience,  God,  and  for  the  souls  of  the  people.  You 
or  in  those  which  belong  to  the  govern-  who  are  local  preachers,  so  called,  re- 
nient  of  the  church  ?  member,  a  work  lies  before  you — around 

Can  it  be  right  in  any  body  of  Chris-  you,  sinners  on  every  hand — labour  while 
tians  to  petition,  or  offer  to  petition  the  you  may,  and  the  Saviour,  in  whose  cause 
civil  government  to  make  a  law  to  enable  you  are  engaged,  will  give  you  your  re- 
them  to  enforce  the  discipline  of  the  church?  ward. 

And  is  it  right  or  scriptural^  that  minis-  Concerning  the  separation  that  has  ta- 
ters  should  fix  any  sum  of  money  as  their  ken  place,  1  believe  the  greater  part  have 
due,  right,  claim,  or  wish  to  receive  for  acted  conscientiously.  We  wish  no  feel¬ 
preaching  the  gospel  ?  Is  it  not  far  better,  ings  disturbed,  but  that  all  persons  should 
and  would  it  not  have  been  better  for  the  act  freely.  Oor  discipline  is  published,  in 
world  at  large,  if  men,  being  called  to  the  which  all  the  rights  of  the  people  are  et- 
work  of  the  ministry,  in  case  they  felt  it  fectually  secured.  A  monthly  conference 
their  duty  to  spend  all  their  time  in  the  is  held,  composed  o(  all  the  official  mem- 
work,  had,  or  should  cast  themselves  up-  bers  in  societies,  where  one  hundred  or 
on  God  and  the  people  for  a  support,  and  more  meet  in  one  place  for  worship  ;  and 
if  need  be,  laboured  sometimes  icith  their  in  all  other  places  a  quarterly  conference, 
own  hands,  as  Paul  did,  so  as  not  to  be  composed  of  the  official  members  of  sev- 
burdensome  ?  I  ask,  Does  the  gospel  take  eral  small  societies  for  transacting  the  bil- 
a  deeper  root,  and  spread  farther,  when  siness.  The  official  members  are  all  elec- 
preached  by  men  who  receive  large  sala-  ted  by  the  people. 

ries,  or  who  spend  the  greater  part  of  A  yearly  conference  is  composed  of 
their  time  in  visiting  among  the  rich  and  ministers  and  delegates,  or  lay  representa- 
great,  or  in  preaching  to  fashionable  con-  tives.  A  complaint  against  a  member  is 
gregations,  in  handsomely  adorned  chur-  always  to  be  inquired  into  by  a  conimit- 
ches  ?  tee  of  examination  when  notified  to  trial. 

Do  not  let  it  be  understood  that  I  iin-  by  which  means  many  feelines  are  often 
dervalue  a  faithful  minister.  No — but  kept  from  injury,  and  prejudice  kept 
let  him  be  one  who  labours  with  his  hands  down. 

to  obtain  a  daily  support,  or  one  who  Local  and  travelling  preachers  are  on 
spends  his  whole  time  in  travelling  from  the  same  footing  ;  all  the  didJrrecce  iscre- 
place  to  place,  to  seek  souls — such  should  ated  by  t  he  choice  of  the  |¥*o|^de  to  a 
be  esteemed  for  their  w  ork’s  sake ;  and  charge  over  or  among  them.  Nc  sum  is 
the.  people  are  bound  to  discharge  their  mentioned  or  claimed  for  pmchine  ;  n 
duty  tow'ards  them  as  ministers  of  Christ,  is  left  with  the  pei^ple  to  gi%*e  the  preach- 
or  bring  upon  themselves  condemnation  ;  er  who  is  chosen  to  take  a  charge,  such  a 
to  pay  them  proper  respect,  and  to  hold  support  as  they  jud^e  necessary  ;  wheth- 
up  their  hands  in  the  labour  of  love,  re-  er  be  officiates  in  i^ie  congregitksn  only, 
membering  it  is  said,  the  w'orkman  is  wor-  or  travels  a  district  of  country,  he  bas  no 
thy  of  his  hire,  &c.  But  let  every  one  more  aathoritif  than  what  is  iInk  comnilc- 
keep  his  proper  station  in  the  church,  u-  ted  to  him  by  their  choice, 
surp  no  authority,  bear  each  other’s  bur-  We  have  formed  oar  sysMi  on  the 
dens,  and  thus  fulfil  tlu^  law  of  Christ.  scripture  mode!,  as  far  as  we  kaaw  it. 
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Having  no  intention  but  to  serve  the 
church  of  God  ;  and  wishing  all  mankind 
to  walk  in  the  way  best  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  their  welfare,  we  wish  them  to  read 
and  weigh  the  matter  calmly,  and  then 
judge  whether  with  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  or  with  those  who  are  styled 
the  Methodist  Society,  liberty,  according  to 
the  gospel,  is  to  be  found. 

A  hymn-book  has  been  published,  and 
is  now  in  use.  Societies  are  forming  in 
many  places,  and  the  work  of  God  has 
graciously  revived ;  about  three  hundred 
souls  have  professed  to  find  peace  among 
us  in  this  city,  besides  many  in  other  pla¬ 
ces,  since  we  separated,  which  is  about 
fourteen  months. 

Unto  him  who  is  the  author  and  finish¬ 
er  of  our  faith,  be  ascribed  all  the  praise. 
That  light  and  truth  may  spread  far  and 
wide,  until  all  shall  know  the  Lord,  is  the 
sincere  prayer  of 

W.  M.  STILWELL. 

New-Yorky  October  12,  1821, 

Since  the  above  was  written,  the  Society 
has  gone  on,  gradually  increasing*;  and 
although  much  of  the  excitement  which 
was  raised  has  subsided,  yet  there  are  still 
the  same  causes  existing  for  a  separate 
body  as  at  that  time.  The  temporal  and 
spiritual  concerns  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  are  still  managed  by  the 
preachers ;  the  people  have  no  represen¬ 
tation  in  their  conferences;  the  Church 
professes  to  be  owe,  and  yet  has  jive  Bish¬ 
ops  at  its  head  I  a  thing  unheard  of  and 
unkown  in  any  church,  ancient  or  modern. 
The  General  Conference  composed  of 
preachers  onhj^  still  make  laws  and  alter 
them  without  the  consent  of  the  people ; 
every  officer  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest, 
properly  speaking,  are  appointed  by  them ; 
and,  in  fact,  the  system  followed  is,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  judgment  of  many  of  their  best 
informed  ministers  and  members,  not 
scriptural,  and  therefore  must  be  wrong. 
They  may  boast  of  numbers,  and  so  might 
the  Catholics,  the  Greek  Church,  the  Ma¬ 
hometans,  or  the  Unitarians ;  but  this  proves 
nothing  but  their  zeal  in  making  proselytes. 
They  may  call  others  Schismatics,  but  they 
only  pervert  the  word,  and  shew  their  own 
bigotry ;  the  schism  is  in  their  own  body, 
for  never  among  any  people  existed  a 
greater  diversity  of  sentiment:  they  pro¬ 
claim  their  belief  in  perfection  or  sanctifi¬ 
cation — but  where  envy  and  strife  are, 
there  is  every  evil  work.  We  honor  them 


as  far  as  we  can  be  w'arranted  in  so  doing, 
but  to  flatter  or  submit  to  the  things  we 
consider  wrong — far  be  it  from  us.  Jf  we 
are  excluded  from  their  love-feasts,  class- 
meetings,  and  society-meetings,  we  will  not 
complain — these  are  or  should  be  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  discipline,  for  the  members  to 
enjoy :  but  to  be  denied  the  Lord’s  Supper, 
and  such  other  privileges,  as  every  Chris¬ 
tian  is  entitled  to,  according  to  their  own 
profession,  is  an  outrage  on  Christianity 
itself.  We  do  not  now  mention  these 
things  to  raise  any  prejudice  or  cause  one 
person  to  leave  their  communion,  but 
merely  to  show  that  we  have  a  right  to 
our  own  opinions,  and  to  do  as  we  have 
done.  We  have  known  them  when  a  man 
had  travelled  and  preached  in  their  con¬ 
nexion  for  years,  and  was  regularly  ordain¬ 
ed  an’  Elder  in  the  Church,  and  stood  so 
at  the  time  he  left  them  and  united  with  us 
— when  the  same  man  returned  to  them, 
he  has  been  placed  as  a  probationer  in 
the  connexion,  although  he  still  would  per¬ 
form  the  offices  of  an  Elder,  as  baptism, 
marriage,  &c. — What  strange  inconsisten¬ 
cy! — But  enough. 

The  Methodist  Society  w^as  formed  for 
the  enjoyment  of  peace,  this  is  what  they 
still  seek  for;  and  although  by  their  in¬ 
crease  they“are  divided  into  different  Con¬ 
ferences,  yet  they  are  striving  to  follow 
peace  with  all  men.  The  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel  are  duly  administered — their 
preachers  are  diligent — their  congregations 
are  large  and  respectable — their  doctrines 
are  scriptural — their  discipline  has  been 
proved  to  be  all  they  need  if  rightly  under¬ 
stood  and  attended  to.  Their  numbers 
have  increased,  and  although  they  are 
called  Presbyterians  in  government,  they 
are  striving  for  the  faith  once  delV^ered  to 
the  saints*  And  we  believe,  as  a  body, 
they  are  as  good,  as  pious,  as  holy,  as  any 
other  body  of  professing  Christians.  The 
God  of  glory  and  mercy  has  eminently 
blessed  them,  and  to  him  the  praise  is  to 
be  given  ;  that  after  severe  trials  and  op¬ 
position,  they  find  at  this  present  time, 
Nov.  30,  1825,  that  their  labour  has  not 
been  in  vain  in  the  Lord ;  for  in  this  city, 
where  they  are  best  known,  they  have 
three  houses  of  worship,  and  upwards  of 
800  members  ;  and  in  the  whole,  upwards 
of  2000  members.  May  they  be  found 
faithful,  and  finally  receive  the  crown  of 
righteousness,  with  those  who  look  for  the 
appearing  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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VO£S&T. 


Sunday  morning  September  22d,  1816,  the 
following  lines  were  composed.  The  author 
had  been  long  afflicted  with  a  sore  complaint  in 
his  head,  but  the  previous  nigbt  bad  passed  with 
pleasant  dreams  of  Heavenly  devotion 

My  Lord  will  banish  alt  my  fears, 

My  hopes  on  him  I  stay  ; 

His  loving  hand,  wipes  otf  my  tears, 

And  drives  my  cares  away. 

By  faith  I  of  his  love  partake. 

And  rest  upon  his  word  ; 

From  dreams  of  prayer  and  praise  awake. 
Rejoicing  in  my  Lord. 

In  grief  and  pain,  let  me  resign. 

And  never  heave  a  sigh  ; 

If  Jesus  says  the  Crown  is  mine 
Why  should  1  fear  to  die  ? 

Will  he  not  raise  me  from  the  dead  ? 

Is  not  his  promise  sure  ? 

Will  he  not  ease  my  aching  head  ? 

If  I  the  Cross  endure. 

Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  Physicians 
he  consulted  ;  and  his  own  expectations,  he  is 
in  good  health  this  1st  day  of  December,  1825. 

S.  author  of  Historical  Sketches,  kc, 

ANECDOTES. 

DOCTOR  JOHNSON, 

• 

To  a  person  who  regretted  to  the  cele¬ 
brated  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  that  he  had 
not  been  a  clergyman,  because  he  consid¬ 
ered  the  life  of  a  clergyman  an  easy  and 
comfortable  one,  the  Doctor  made  this 
reply  : — The  life  of  a  conscientious  cler¬ 
gyman  is  not  easy :  I  have  always  consid¬ 
ered  a  clergyman  as  the  father  of  a  larger 
family  than  he  is  able  to  maintain.  No, 
Sir,  I  do  not  envy  a  clergyman’s  life  as  an 
easy  life ;  nor  do  1  envy  the  clergyman 
who  makes  it  an  easy  life.” 

A  LONG  LIFE. 

A  French  nobleman  being  very  ill,  and 
deeply  in  debt,  said  to  his  confessor,  that 
alUhe  presumed  to  solicit  of  Heaven  was, 
that  he  might  live  to  pay  all  his  debts. — 
The  confes.sor  believing  his  penitent  to  be 
sincere,  said,  that  as  his  design  was  so  just 
and  laudable,  there  was  reason  to  hope 
that  his  prayer  would  be  granted.  ^  Should 
Heaven  be  so  gracious,”  said  the  sick 
man,  turning  to  one  of  his  oldest  friends, 

shall  certainly  live  for  euer.'” 


*BB  razsKDAV  vzszsoa. 


WEDNESDAY,  UKCEMBEK  7.  1.^-5. 

IV e  have  heen  /  kallengeri  to  shota  that 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  ever  passed  an  act 
since  the  adoption  of  what  is  called  their 
constitutional  restrictions,  that  affected 
the  laity  of  their  communion. 

Although  we  had  concluded  neither  to 
write  or  say  much  more  on  the  subject, 
yet  as  it  was  a  maxim  recognized  by  As- 
bury.  Coke,  and  Whatcoat,  Bishops  of  the 
Methpdist  Episcopal  Church,  that  until 
some  act  was  done  affecting  the  laity,  there 
was  no  need  of  a  representation,  and  as 
the  State  in  which  we  live  acknowledges 
the  same  principle,  by  exempting  the  col¬ 
oured  part  of  the  community  from  certain 
burdens,  and  therefore  do  not  grant  them 
a  vote  or  representation  in  the  government, 
we  shall  endeavour  to  show  in  few  words 
that  the  laity  are  affected,  first  by  the  dec¬ 
laration  of  conference  as  it  relates  to  the 
deeds  of  Chapels — when  they  say,  un¬ 
less  it  is  provided  that  ,we  may  execute 
the  discipline  of  the  church  therein,”  &c. 
which  goes  in  effect  to  say,  if  the  preach¬ 
ers  cannot  have  the  supreme  controul  and 
authority  over  the  temporal  concerns  of 
the  church,  we  will  not  preach  in  the 
houses  provided  for  public  worship — and 
also  by  making  the  preachers  a  person  to 
nominate  and  give  a  casting  vote  in  the 
election  of  trustees ;  again  by  providing 
for  the  sale  of  houses  in  debt,  and  appro¬ 
priating  the  money  according  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  preachers  without  the  voice 
or  consent  of  the  members.  By  appoint¬ 
ing  Presiding  Elders  to  oversee  the  tempos 
ral  as  well  as  the  spiritual  concerns  oi  the 
district..  An  officer,  unknown  in  the  prim¬ 
itive  church,  and  who,  in  these  late  days, 
have  been  more  to  the  injury  of  the  church 
than  any  other  known  among  them ;  their 
administrations  being  often  marked  with 
acts  of  despotism,  which  would  have  dis¬ 
graced  and  degraded  a  minister  in  the 
days  of  Constantine,  when  power  and  in¬ 
fluence  was  sought  for  with  such  eagerness. 
The  separations  from,  and  schisms  now 
prevailing  in  the  church  originating  most¬ 
ly  with  them  from  the  days  of  O.  Kelly 
until  the  present  time,  and  neither  will  it 
be  well  for  the  laity  as  long  as  men  bear¬ 
ing  that  office  are  found  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

(To  b«  Gontinaed.) 
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SUXnHAKV. 


The  Lombard  Bank  has  made  an  offer  to  re- 
deeto'  ail  then*  money  if  the  Legislature  will 
grant  them  their  charter,  whicli  is  likely  to  be 
done,  so  that  the  holders  of  their  bills  should 
not  sacrifice  them  ;  but  only  look  out  for  time 
to  come 

12(.hX)  bushels  of  Potatoes  have  been  shipped 
from  Quebec  for  Boston.  We  should  suppose 
that  Massachusetts  might  raise  potatoes  enough 
if  they  cannot  Wheat — how  is  this  ? 

874  Vessels  have  cleared  from  the  Custom 
house  this  season,  being  nearly  one  third  more 
than  the  last  year. 

In  the  late  war  a  soldier  stole  a  blanket  from 
a  family  in  Waterford,  and  it  was  supposed  a 
black  woman  had  taken  it,  until  a  short  time 
since  the  man  appeared  and  paid  for  it,  saying, 

he  had  never  lain  down  to  sleep  but  the 
blanket  haunted  him  he  now  begged  forgive¬ 
ness,  but  would  not  tell  his  name — how  troub¬ 
lesome  is  a  guilty  conscience. 

Franklin  k  Calvin  Shippe,  of  Vermont,  went 
out  hunting  on  the  18th  Nov.  without  eating  in 
the  morning  ;  after  wandering  some  time  they 
became  cold  and  exhausted,  so  much  so  that 
Franklin  could  proceed  no  farther,  Calvin,  with 
great  difficulty  came  across  some  of  his  neigh¬ 
bours  and  was  saved,  but  Franklin  was  found 
nearly  dead,  so  that  he  only  gasped  once  or 
twice  and  was  gone.  The  faithful  dog  bad 
Maid  by  him  howling  and  licking  him. — Calvin 
supposes  if  they  had  only  taken  a  crust  of  bread, 
they  should  not  have  experienced  this  calamity 
—the  deceased  was  about  22  years  of  age. 

A  child  of  Mr.  Grover  near  Baltimore,  lost 
its  life  lately  by  being  steamed,  a  decoction  of 
Cayenne  |>epper  was  given  It  during  the  opera¬ 
tion. 

The  son  of  Mr.  John  Brown,  in  Richmond, 
shot  his  father  lately  and  then  cut  off  his  head 
with  an  axe,  after  which  he  mangled  it  to  a 
frightful  degree — one  of  his  brothers  coming  up 
to  him  he  attempted  to  escape,  on  which  a  gun 
was  fired  at  him  which  only  wounded  him  in 
the  cheek,  he  then  shot  his  brother  in  the  thigh 
and  bis  life  is  despaired  of — some  negroes  then 
seized  him  and  committed  him  to  jail-^e  is  said 
to  be  deranged. 

Susan  A.  Hagood,  aged  11  years,  was  mur¬ 
dered  by  some  villain  on  the  9th  ult.  while  on 
her  w^ay  home  from  school — the  stone  with 
w^hich  she  was  killed  w'as  lying  by  her  covered 
with  blood. 

Mr.  George  Gay  was  accidentally  killed  in  a 
blacksmith  shop  by  a  red  hot  nail  rod  running 
into  bis  thigh  be  bled  to  death  in  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour. 

The  King  of  Bavaria  died  on  the  12  October, 
aged  70  ;  he  had  attended  a  party  given  by  the 
Russian  Ambassador  the  evening  before,  and 
was  found  dead  in  his  bed  in  the  morning. 

The  new  State  Prison  in  Westchester  county 
has  been  so  far  completed  that  last  week  109 
convicts  were  locked  up  in  cells,  and  on  Sab¬ 
bath  each  one  was  supplied  with  a  biblt.  The 
prison  is  intended  to  ^  4  stories  high,  500  feet 
long,  and  to  contain  BOO  cells,  64  of  which  have 
been  completed.  The  culprits  who  have  been 


Working  there  for  the  last  six  months  have  been 
kept  without  bolts  or  bars  and  only  one  man 
escaped  at  the  risk  of  his  life 

Child  carried  away  by  an  Eagle. — A  circum¬ 
stance  quite  uncommon  in  the  north,  lately  hap¬ 
pened  ill  Scania.  A  woman  at  work  in  the  fields 
laid  herinfant  on  the  ground,  at  a  little  distance: 
soon  after  an  eagle  pounced  upon  the  infant, 
and  carried  it  away.  The  poor  woman  who 
beard  the  cries  of  the  child  in  the  air,  is  become 
insane,  and  is  now  in  the  hospital  at  Malmoe. 

The  funeral  of  Commodore  M’Donough  was 
attended  by  the  Naval  k  Military  officers,  a  re¬ 
giment  of  infantry  with  a  troop  of  light  horse, 
and  some  seamen  from  the  navy  yai*d,  kc.  kc. 
Our  Corporation,  it  is  said,  are  not  so  f  rugal  as 
those  of  Philadelphia — perhaps  they  are  more 
fond  of  show. 

The  Lead  Mines  of  Missouri  yield  upwards 
of  4,00(>, 000  pounds  annually. 

The  Comptroller  of  the  State  will  not  take 
the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Hudson,  Bank  of  Niag¬ 
ara,  Bank  of  Plattsburgh,  Washington  &.  War¬ 
ren  Bank,  and  Jefferson  County  Bank. 

The  Erie  Canal  is  again  free  from  ice  and 
boats  are  passing  thereon. 

The  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cedar 
street  has  lately  been  lighted  with  Gas. 

A  Vessel  from  Boston  and  another  from  Nor¬ 
folk  will  shoiily  sail  for  Liberia,  in  Africa,  with 
Colonists. 

Real  Generosity. — A  PresbyteriaA  Church,  in 
New-Orleans,  being  lately  put  up  for  sale  under 
the  foreclosure*  of  a  mortgage,  was  purchased 
by  a  Mr.  Judah  Touro,  a  Jew,  to  prevent  its 
being  appropriated  to  any  other  purpose.  Since 
the  purchase,  the  former  owners  worship  in  it 
as  usual.  To  the  intolerant  >>f  any  sect,  Wheth¬ 
er  Jews  or  Gentiles,  we  would  say,  read  and 
learn  wisdom  from  a  Jew. 

Roses. — Messrs.  Loddiges,  of  London,  have 
1500  different  sorts  of  roses  growing  in  one 
winding  row. — The  southern  hemisphere,  so  far 
as  known,  does  not  produce  a  single  rose. 

The  Thomastown  Bank  commenced  opera- 
rations  at  Thomastown,  Maine,  on  the  1st  ult. 
Capital  450,000  dollars.  By  a  provision  in  the 
charter,  the  private  property  of  the  stockholders 
is  held  for  the  redemption  of  its  bills. 


MARRIED. 

On  Sunday,  27tb  ult.  by  Rev.  Dr.  Feltus,  Mr.  John  A. 
Aymour.  to  Miss  Juliet  Jane  Tfaumpson,  all  of  this  city. 

Wednesday,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Feltus,  Mr.  Stephen  M’Corinick 
to  Miss  Catharine  Quest. 

Tuesday,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Maclay,  Mr.  Hugh  Riley,  to  Miss 
Jennett  Young. 

Thursday  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stilweil,  Mr.  Jacob  1 
Doremns,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Walters,  of  this  city. 


DIED. 

On  Tuesday,  29th  uit.  Mr.  John  Day,  aged  40. 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Toshua  Trevin. 

Same  day,  Moses  Rogers,  aged  75. 

Same  day,  Hannah,  wife  of  Thomas  Griffin. 
Friday,  Miss  Ann  Eliza  M.  Clintock,  aged  18. 


Deaths  in  this  city,  last  week,  83. 
John  C.  Totten,  Printer,  Mo.  9  Bowery. 


